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T his issue of  is dedicated to all the modelers who live by the phrase òFor the Love of 

the Hobbyó which is well-encapsulated in Brian Messengerõs pictorial essay.  In his essay, Brian showcases his 

freelanced two-level HOn3 (three-foot narrow gauge) layout which includes a logging scene on the top level and a de-

tailed waterfront scene on the lower level.  There is a lot going on during the day and the nighttime at the Red Hook 

Wharf, Pelican Bay, and the logging camp and sawmill at Cascade Creek. 

 

Also, we are excited to announce a new column starting with this issue, entitled òThe Modelerõs Workshop with Dazzy 

Jay.ó  Darren Johns (aka Dazzy Jay) starts off his columnõs first installment titled òPaying it Forwardó with a discussion 

about how he was mentored and why he believes that we all must do our part in sharing our skills and passing them 

along to the next generation of modelers.  We could not agree more and look forward to Darrenõs upcoming articles.  

Be sure to check out his outstanding interviews and other modeling-related video content on his website Model Railroad 

Techniques. 

 

Bill Beranek - The Track Planner gives us his perspective on the differences between just railfanning and operating a 

model railroad like a real railroad in his article òRailfanning vs. Operating.ó  He makes some very persuasive arguments 

as to why operations-based layouts make you an operator rather than a mere spectator of your layout. 

 

Harry M. Haythorn tells the story and the history behind Union Pacificõs 800 class 4-8-4s in his article òKings of the 

Overland Route.ó  Jack Hykawayõs article òCanadaõs Icon: Canadian Pacificõs Royal Hudsonsó dovetails with Harryõs arti-

cle as he takes us up north and tells the story of how the Canadian Pacific Railroad acquired and used the Hudson loco-

motives and their iconic rule over the Canadian rails.  Both stores will take you back into the history of the North Ameri-

can railroad frontier. 

 

Starting with the next issue, Bill Beranek will be writing an additional article series entitled òThe Anatomy of a Model 

Railroadó in which he will document from start to finish, in a pictorial essay format, the design, benchwork, trackwork, 

wiring, control, facia, backdrop, and scenery of a unique N-scale point-to-point operations-based layout.  Find out more 

about it on page 30.  This will be an outstanding series for model railroaders of any skill level. 

 

We hope you enjoy this issue. 

 

Happy modeling! 

EchsnqÕr Nnsd... 

- Logginô Locos 
Editor-In-Chief 
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I 
 have been in the hobby of model railroading for more than 50 years 

and during that time I have built various layouts.  I owned and operated 

a hobby shop in Cape Town for almost 20 years.  When I sold the busi-

ness, I retired to Knysna on the Garden Route in South Africa. 

What I enjoy the most about this hobby is the creativity involved.  One 

must know a bit about everything: from planning to designing, carpentry to 

electrical, and track work to scenery.  You certainly do not have to be an 

"expert" in any of those areas - thereõs room to learn new skills as you tack-

le new projects and gain modeling experience. 

I do a lot of scratch building of both structures and rolling stock.  I also 

modify vehicles, figures, and rolling stock to suit my needs for the layout. 

As in real life, everything must be weathered to look well-used.  One must 

always look around to see how it looks in the real world and then replicate 

that effect within your scale.  Wherever one looks, there is rust, dirt, rain 

damage, and buildings in need of repair.  My layout reflects what one sees in 

real life. 

I have always believed that this is a lifetime hobby and if you do not feel like 

working on it for any period of time, it will still be there when you return.  

A lot of modelers start with a table-tennis-sized surface (approximately a 6õ 

x 8õ table), for the layout and grow from there.  I did this as a youngster.  

Fast-forward to December 2017 to when I started my latest layout at my 

home in Knysna in a converted single-car garage. 

When I lived in Cape Town, I had a 22õ x 12õ layout built in a dedicated 

room.  When I moved, this was taken down and parts were saved and used 

on the Knysna layout.  Due to the slightly more constrained layout space 

(14õ x 11õ), I decided that the old layout was too big for the space.  I de-

signed a new double-deck layout to fit in the converted garage.  The upper 
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.ŜƭƻǿΥ ! ǇŀƴƻǊŀƳƛŎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ όƛƴ ōƭǳŜύΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭŜƊƻǾŜǊ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ 
ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ Ƙƻōōȅ ǎƘƻǇ ŘŀȅǎΦ  

level is 62 inches off the floor and 12 inches wide, while the lower level is 46 

inches from floor level and 24 inches wide.  The two levels do not connect.  

To highlight the display, I installed LED strip lights under the valances all 

around the layout.  

The layout is an HOn3 (three-foot narrow gauge), a freelanced display on 

both levels.  The lower level uses primarily D&RGW locomotives and rolling 

stock.  The upper level - called the Cascade Creek Railroad - is focused on 

logging operations, with two Shay engines, two Heisler engines, a Galloping 

Goose freight, and a 2-6-6-2 Mallet which is used to haul long log trains.  

There is a log loading area which then sends the loaded logs on a journey 



P A G E  8  

twice around the layout, eventually ending 

up at the yard at Cascade Creek.  There 

are other small industries along the way 

including an oil facility, a lumber rack, and 

stock pens just to add a bit of diversity. 

This layout is a work in progress and as 

most model railroaders say, òA model 

train layout is never finished.ó  There is al-

ways something to add to it.  A lot of the 

buildings shown on the layout were 

brought to Knysna from the old layout 

that I had in Cape Town.  This layout is 

about a third smaller than my previous 

one. 

I hope you enjoy some photographs of my 

layout shown over the next several pages.  

                                          a  

.ŜƭƻǿΥ ! tŀŎƛŬŎ Cŀǎǘ aŀƛƭ όtCaύ н-с-с-н aŀƭƭŜǘ ǘȅǇŜ wh5 ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΦ  !ƭƭ Ƴȅ ƭƻŎƻƳƻπ
ǝǾŜǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜƴȊ 5// ό5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭύ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎƻǳƴŘΣ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ 
ƻŦ ǎǿƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇ 
п ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎπ
ŎŀŘŜ /ǊŜŜƪ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ. 



¢ƘŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ-ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƭƻƎ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ IŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎǎ ŀǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ōȅ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ƭƻƎ ŎŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƛǇπ
ƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǊŀƛƭΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǿƳƛƭƭ ŀǘ /ŀǎŎŀŘŜ /ǊŜŜƪΦ  
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