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In this issue of , we feature an exclusive interview with James Adams of Afforda-

ble Model Railroads.  This interview is a great opportunity for modelers to explore another option that is 

available to them for having a professional and custom-built model railroading experience.  James tells us 

how he got started in designing and constructing high-quality model railroads and producing high-quality 

backdrops.  He discusses his penchant for delivering a quality product with a hands-on approach, the types 

of modelers for whom his service would be beneficial, and how they can either build parts of a layout or a 

full-blown custom layout with all the bells and whistles.  Jamesõs model railroading services and backdrops 

are definitely worth considering! 

 

In his article entitled òGivens & Druthers - Setting Unrealistic Goals,ó the Track Planner (Bill Beranek), dis-

cusses the needs (the Givens - things that modelers cannot compromise), and the wants (the Druthers - 

things modelers would like to include but could do without), that modelers have and how unrealistic goals, 

limited space, and era impact the success and enjoyment of a model railroad.  He also provides some rem-

edies to help overcome these quandaries.  

 

In his column òUP-Hub,ó Harry M. Haythorn provides ideas for building trains for business and excursion 

trips, just like the UP has run over the years.  You donõt want to miss this one! 

 

In his article òPurple Craze - Relief for London,ó Jack Hykaway writes about how the opening of the high-

capacity, high-speed underground rail link in London, England known as Crossrail promises to alleviate 

congestion in their transportation network.  It is an interesting history of the development of this rail and 

hope for a battered transportation system. 

 

We hope you enjoy this issue.   

 

Happy modeling! 

EchsnqÕr Nnsd... 

--  Logginô LocosLogginô Locos  
EditorEditor--InIn--ChiefChief  
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An Interview with James Adams of Affordable Model Railroads 
By JD (Logginô Locos) 

All photographs courtesy of James Adams and Affordable Model Railroads. 

A  few months ago Bill Beranek - The Track Planner (who writes the òA Perspective on Track 

Planningó column in this publication) and I were discussing ideas for upcoming articles.  I asked 

him about the model railroad design and planning projects on which he had recently been 

working.  Bill mentioned that there are a few projects he is currently working on for model railroads 

being custom-built by Affordable Model Railroads.  

Affordable Model Railroads is a custom model railroad design and construction company operating out 

of Humboldt, Tennessee and is owned and operated by James Adams. 

There are many model railroaders with whom I have spoken over the years that wish they had some 

professional help in one or more areas such as designing, constructing benchwork, track laying, or wir-

ing, etc. - or even have the full layout built from beginning to end so they could watch the build process 

and learn from the professionals.  From what Bill tells me, Affordable Model Railroads is exactly that 

and much more.  Bill also mentioned to me that James, the owner, is very passionate about the hobby 

and is very quality conscious and will not cut corners just to get the work done. 

I wanted to learn more about James and his Affordable Model Railroads business, so I decided to reach 

out to him for an interview.  The following is my conversation with James: 

.ŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ wƻŎƪǎΦ 

https://www.affordablemodelrailroads.com/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPYcxEM4s1qJJs0WzImVykA
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https://www.affordablemodelrailroads.com/index.html
https://www.affordablemodelrailroads.com/index.html
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monthsõ worth of rent and some 

supplies to start building model rail-

roads. 

It was definitely motivated by my 

overall interest in the hobby.  The 

first club that I belonged to ð I canõt 

even remember the name of it, it 

was a modular club in Tucson.  It 

was the summer after my senior 

year in high school when I had a ve-

hicle.  I went to check it out one day 

when they were having a meet at 

one of the local malls.  I went and 

asked what it would take to join the 

club.  I think the fees were five bucks 

a month, and so I joined, and I began 

to build a module.  It was a 4õx2õ 

module, it was pretty basic, and I 

would change it out from time-to-

time if I wanted to experiment with 

new techniques. 

Then, I left the hobby for a little 

while as most people do.  College, 

girls, cars, and girls distracted me for 

a few years.  Then a job and career 

get in the way.  I didnõt want to wait 

until I was retired to build a railroad, 

so I decided to start building rail-

roads in 2011 and live vicariously 

through the layouts I would build for 

my clients.ó 

TMJ: 

How did you build your experi-

ence?  Did you build your own model 

railroads as a hobby? 

the design, the other can come up 

with an elegant solution.  Itõs truly an 

important part of us working so 

closely together.ó 

TMJ: 

How did you get started with Affordable 

Model Railroads?  

What was your motivation? 

JA of AMR: 

òWell, itõs a long story. During the 

economic downturn at the end of 

2010, I was living in Oregon and ba-

sically, I was unemployed and I was 

unable to do my previous work as a 

nightclub DJ.  I took early retirement 

from DJing.  My other daytime job 

was designing and manufacturing 

signs, however with all the business-

es closing, they werenõt doing a lot 

of hiring in that industry.  So, I 

thought, what are the other skills do 

I have that people might want? 

Hey! There are companies that build 

model railroads, and Iõve been build-

ing model railroads since I was nine 

years old.  Maybe Iõll give that a shot.  

I sent a bunch of resumes to all the 

builders that I could find.  I got a 

bunch of rejections back; nobody 

was hiring. 

So, I did what any broke DJ would 

do.  I sold all my DJ equipment for 

enough money to buy a couple of 

Affordable Model  

Railroads 

 

TMJ: 

Thank you for taking the time to speak 

with me about Affordable Model Rail-

roads (AMR) and your backdrop busi-

ness.  I very much appreciate your time.   

Before we get started, I want to thank 

Bill Beranek - The Track Planner for 

providing me some background on 

AMR.  I think he is a very impressive 

person who knows and understands 

both model railroading and real train 

operations.  Please tell us a little about 

your working relationship with Bill. 

JA of AMR: 

òThe Track Planner and I work 

closely together on many of the de-

signs.  He is absolutely a MASTER at 

designing operational layouts, where-

as I pride myself on designing for 

display layouts.  Itõs quite funny be-

cause Iõll often nag at him saying ôBill, 

thereõs no place for the mountains 

here?õ Or ôWhy not take away that 

industry and put in a spectacular high 

trestle bridge instead?õ 

In all seriousness, our strengths real-

ly complement each other.  When 

one of us has ôwriterõs blockõ where 

we canõt overcome an obstacle in 

.ŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ wƻŎƪǎΦ 

https://www.affordablemodelrailroads.com/index.html
https://www.affordablemodelrailroads.com/index.html
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JA OF AMR: 

òWell, I got my first train set 

through my brother who was two 

years younger than me.  It was a cir-

cle of track, three cars, and a ca-

boose that he received for Christ-

mas.  He had it set up around the 

Christmas tree on the carpet and we 

ran it all day until we had the carpet 

fuzz bunched up in the gearbox and 

the motors.  My brother went run-

ning and crying to our mother, com-

plaining about how it wouldnõt work. 

My birthday is shortly after in March, 

so I thought, ôGee, if I trade my 

brother whatever I had received that 

year for his broken trainset, that 

should qualify as a pretty good deed, 

so maybe I could talk my dad into a 

more expensive birthday gift and get 

me a new locomotiveéõ So thatõs 

what I did. 

I still have the model.  Itõs an 

Athearn, painted in D&RGW colors 

and it features the first generation of 

the brand-new dual flywheel from 

Athearn according to the salesman 

at the hobby shop.  Itõs pretty basic 

with one lightbulb that you can see 

through the glaze-less windows.  I 

painted it for the bicentennial in 

1975 and sent photos of the loco-

motive into Model Railroader Maga-

zine.  They did the judging and I did-

nõt place, but I did get an honorable 

mention ð even though most people 

who submitted something probably 

got a certificate for honorable men-

tion ð but that was still pretty excit-

ing for my 14-year-old self!   

I was inspired to pursue other pro-

jects in model railroading. Little did 

they know that 50 years later I was 

an advertiser in their magazine, so an 

honorable mention certificate did it 

for them!ó  

As soon as that Christmas tree came 

down, my parents ð best parents in 

the world ð let me use the corner of 

that room to set up a 4õx8õ module 

on sawhorses so I could experiment 

with different things; things I had 

read in magazines and things I had 

come up with on my own.  As I got 

older, I joined some clubs ð both in 

Tucson and later in Phoenix.  I 

moved around a lot once I was an 

adult to pursue DJing and I joined 

model railroading clubs pretty much 

everywhere I went.  I got to know a 

few friends who were modelers and 

Iõd go help them out with their lay-

outs as well.ó 

TMJ: 

Was anyone else in your family a mod-

eler? 

JA OF AMR: 

òNo, my brother was more of an 

airplane nerd ð he ended up being a 

pilot, so I guess weõre both now liv-

ing out our childhood dreams.  I was 

the only train fanatic in the house-

hold.ó 

TMJ: 

Quality is everything in model railroad-

ing. How do you maintain your quality 

standards, and why is that important? 

JA OF AMR: 

òWord gets around really quick if 

you have a superior or inferior prod-

uct.  Anybody can come into the 

market and lowball on pricing with a 

shoddy product.  Throughout the 

process, we try to do the best quali-

ty that we can.  In reality, all it takes 

is one dissatisfied customer to 

spread bad news like wildfire. 

Iõm very hands-on.  All the on-site 

jobs - I like to supervise personally.  

I like to do that so that there is a 

level of comfort and trust estab-

lished between my crew and the 

client. 

Quality is really important to me.  Iõm 

very meticulous and things have to be 

done to my standards.  I have people 

working for me, and everyone on 

the crew pitches in. 

Iõve got local guys in Tennessee, as 

well as guys who are located all over 

the country that help out with pro-

jects that are a little farther away 

from my home base.  Weõll fly guys 

out to projects if theyõre willing to 

travel to work for us.  Theyõre usu-

ally happy because they get paid to 

play with trains for a couple of 

weeks and they do good work, so 

itõs a win-win! 

Each person has their specialty, and 

we try to match each job with each 

personõs specialty.  But thatõs not 

always possible throughout the dif-

ferent stages of a project.  Just be-

cause thereõs no carpentry or 

benchwork to be done, my carpen-

ter isnõt sitting there useless.  Heõs 

also trained in laying track and road-

bed, for example, and would pitch in 

there.  Everyone helps out because 

weõre doing work on multiple things 

at once.  

Because every project has a certain 

aspect of customization to it, each 

project is different and so the pro-

cess of building the layout from start

-to-finish can involve different tasks.  

But thatõs the great thing about 

model railroading ð it requires 
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